
Celo Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business (MFWAB) 
October 19, 2025 
 
Present: Catherine Reid, Jim Erlandson, Lucy Perry, Chip Poston, Barb Wulff, Donna Idol, Mari 
Ohta, Joyce Johnson, Lydia Wexler, Gib Barrus, Annie Barrus, bob McGahey , Jennie Boyd 
Bull, Joni Thibualt 
 
Clerking: Catherine Reid 
 
Minutes: Lucy Perry 
 
 
Opening 
 
The meeting opened with a few moments of silence. 
 
 

1.​ SAYMA Representatives Meeting 
 
Lydia Wexler as our SAYMA representative announced that there is an upcoming SAYMA 
meeting next week. 
 
 

2.​ Ministry and Care Report 
 

Annie Barus presented the report from the Ministry and Care Committee. 
 
Boone Friends meeting is looking into re-forming their meeting, possibly under the care of Celo 
Friends Meeting. Ministry and Care has been exploring this question. M&C recommends that 
the Boone Friends form a worship group under the care of Celo Friends Meeting. Some Friends 
from Boone Friends Meeting will attend our potluck on October 26, where they can talk with 
Ministry and Care Committee members. All are welcome in this discussion.  
 
The Query for this month is: “Quakers believe there is that of God in everyone. How do I 
experience that of God in myself?” 
 
The Committee considered the question of whether there should be more written introductory 
information for newcomers. There was also an idea that clerks could be available to answer 
questions from newcomers after worship. 
 
The Committee decided that Lisa Rose and Rush Austin’s wedding should be a Business 
Meeting consideration. Ministry and Care reminds us that we need an oversight committee for 
their wedding. 

 



 
Geeta McGahey has agreed to be on the anchor committee for Danny Blose’s ongoing singing 
circles 
 
We are all encouraged to welcome newcomers. 
 
 

3. Oversight Committee for Lisa and Rush’s Spring wedding 
 
We are waiting to hear a wedding date before we form this committee. It will be sometime in the 
Spring. We will take up this topic at our November business meeting once we have a date. Gib 
Barrus will reach out to Lisa and Rush about a date. 
 
 

4. Finance Committee report  
 
Jim Erlandson presented the Finance Committee report on behalf of Jo Ann Fernald.  
 
We looked at the draft budget for 2026. (This document is appended at the end of these 
minutes.) 
 
The proposed expenditures are roughly the same as last year. One significant change is an 
increase in the First Day School Child Care expenditure. This $6090/year increase reflects what 
we agreed to pay our First Day School Teacher and our SAYF Coordinator. The First Day 
School committee has asked for funds for training but those expenditures appear in a different 
category. 
 
We learned that home-made cookies are being purchased with First Day School Funds and we 
considered cutting out that expenditure. 
 
To fund next year's budget, we expect that we will need to increase our donations by $7000 next 
year over our expected total 2025 donations. To finish out this year’s budget we will also need to 
receive about $7000 in order to fund the remainder of 2025. This is in line with our expectations 
for what we normally receive around the end of the year. Jo Ann will be preparing her annual 
fundraising letter to send out soon.  
 
There are some building improvements being proposed by the Buildings and Grounds 
committee, and the Finance Committee commented that those proposed expenditures seemed 
high. We noted that these improvements would be paid for by our Capital Improvements fund, 
and we could also use income from the Abramson Fund if the trustees approve. Some of the 
Harry Abramson Fund will also be expended on rock work at the cemetery. 
 
Jim noted that a few checks were written after this report was created 
 

 



A new ink cartridge for the Margithaus printer was installed today by Jim. Hooray! He also hopes 
to enable wifi on the printer. 
 
We approved this 2026 draft budget. This budget will be up for our final approval at next month’s 
business meeting 
 
 

5. Buildings and Grounds report 
 
Gib presented this report on Richard Martin’s behalf. (The written report is appended at the end 
of these minutes.) 
 
The fall work day is scheduled for Saturday Nov 15 from 9 to 12. The recent Saturday update 
has given a wrong date and the clerk will post the corrected date. 
 
We discussed the first proposal from the Buildings and Grounds committee about the mini-split 
in the first day school building. Some friends felt that a mini-split wasn’t needed, given that the 
building doesn’t get much use. 
 
One friend suggested that these questions should be part of a wider consideration about the 
First Day School building, and how we are stewarding that building. We decided not to make 
this minisplit decision today.  
 
We considered the proposal to stain the Meetinghouse as well as the proposal for an improved 
spring water supply for Margithaus.  We looked at Paul Hoover’s detailed written proposal for 
the spring water supply. (The proposal is appended at the end of these minutes.) 
 
One friend suggested the water supply improvement should be the highest priority, given that 
Rachel as Caretaker has needed to take special care about water use in Margithaus and so it is 
important to improve the water supply. 
 
Another friend suggested that the water project could be undertaken in stages. A first stage 
could be having a work day to dig the water line trench and lay the water line. 
 
Jim Erlandson mentioned being willing to use his compact tractor for digging the water line 
route, if that is useful.  
 
There was discussion about having the staining job done professionally versus doing it 
ourselves at a work day. We agreed we want to have it professionally done.  
 
We decided that the water improvement is the highest priority, and we plan to address that 
project in stages. 
 

 



Jim reminded us again about Jo Ann’s caution about spending too much money on capital 
improvements. We realized that we all had questions about how our Capital Improvement Fund 
works. It seems that we will need to generate a budget surplus in order to replenish the Capital 
Improvement Fund. We would like Jo Ann's Fundraising letter to mention capital improvement 
needs. 
 
We decided to approve up to $6,600 for the staining, plus an additional $750 for the 3 front 
doors. Carl Peverall will be consulted before the 3 front doors are undertaken. 
 
Gib agreed to shepherd phase 1 of the water project. Lucy agreed to be a helper for that project. 
 
Donna Idol agreed to shepherd the staining project. She will obtain another bid.  
 
Bob agreed to convene the Trustees to work on freeing up more funds for capital improvements  
from the Abramson Spending Account. 
 
We decided not to move forward on the mini-split right now. 
 
We may want to form an an-hoc committee to discern the best way forward with the First Day 
School building. 
 
 

6. New guidelines for transportation for SAYF retreats 
 
Mari Ohta asked us to approve "Transportation Guidelines for SAYF Retreats," which other 
meetings have but thus far CFM doesn't. It would ease her worry when SAYF-ers arrange their 
own transportation to the retreats. She suggests the following:  
 
"Teens from Celo can go to SAYF retreats via Friendly Adult Drivers, parents, or other SAYF-ers 
with a valid driver's license. Teens may also drive themselves. Parents of the teens are 
requested to send an email giving consent to the Celo Lead Friendly Adult Nurturer if teens are 
driving. Parents of the Celo SAYF-ers are requested to remain available in case of emergency 
during the retreat." 
 
We approve these guidelines, with the understanding that they may be amended if Mari learns 
of significant differences with the guidelines of other SAYMA meetings. 
 
 

7. Approval of childcare providers 
 

We approved Natalie Freeman, Gray Freeman, and Julia Early as teen childcare helpers, and 
Chip Poston and Pana Columbus as childcare volunteers. This is the final presentation of their 
names. We also gave final approval to Astra Coyle as the Childcare Coordinator. 
 

 



 
Closing 

 
The meeting closed with a few moments of silence. 
 
 

These minutes were approved in the face of the meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, Lucy Perry 

 
 

 



Appendix: 
 

1.​ Draft Budget for 2026 
 

2.​ Buildings & Grounds Report 
 

3.​ Proposal from Paul Hoover for new waterline to Margithaus 
 
 

 

 



 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 

 


