
Celo Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business (MFWAB) 
January 18, 2026 
 
Present: Annie Barrus, Barb Wulff, Soleste Starr, Jennie Boyd-Bull, Rachel Weir, Gib Barrus, 
Joyce Johnson, Chip Poston, Mari Ohta 
 
Clerking: Chip Poston 
 
Minutes: Lucy Perry 
 
 

Opening 
 
The meeting opened with a few moments of silence. 
 
The Clerk read two passages from Friends for 300 Years, by Howard Brinton, about Quaker 
decision-making process. 
 
"The Quaker method works better in small than in large groups. This is true both of the meeting 
for worship and of the meeting for business. It is easier to achieve unity in an intimate group the 
members of which are well acquainted with one another than in a large group where there is 
bound to be more diversity." 
 
"The Quaker method is likely to be successful in proportion as the members are acquainted with 
one another; better still if real affection exists among them." 
 
 

1.​ Ministry and Care Report 
 
Gib Barrus presented this report. 
 
The Query for January is “How can we as Friends model a radical faithfulness that is in the 
world but not of the world?” 
 
First Day School Update: The M&C Committee expressed appreciation for Tasha’s gifts as a 
teacher. 
 
The Adult Religious Education still does not have a clerk. The Ministry and Care Committee 
expressed appreciation for Joni’s convening of the ARE committee. 
 
 

2.​ Finance Committee Scholarship Request Report 
 



We are revisiting a Friend’s request for scholarship funds to attend an online educational 
program. The Hurricane Relief Committee already granted $1425 toward this program. This 
request was brought to Meeting for Business previously. 
 
The Finance Committee reconsidered this request and was unable to reach unity about granting 
the request. They made a three-part recommendation as follows:  
 

1.​ The Finance Committee suggests that this Friend consider starting a GoFundMe site to 
raise the money. Individual Friends may feel a concern to support this training and 
donate directly to the GoFundMe. 
 

2.​ CFM would be willing to collect Friends’ donations or checks written directly to the 
requesting Friend, but CFM would not be able to do a fundraising for this Friend as it 
would run afoul of the IRS guidelines. 
 

3.​ Once the bulk of the money has been raised, Celo Friends Meeting would contribute 
10% ($270) towards the cost of the training to be paid to the training entity or 
reimbursement afterward. 

 
We approved the Finance Committee’s recommendation on this matter. 
 
The Finance Committee’s full report on this Scholarship Request is appended at the end of 
these minutes. 
 
 

3.​ Nominating Committee Report 
 
Rachel Weir presented the Nominating Committee report on Donna Idol’s behalf. 
 
The Strawberry Creek nominating process that was scheduled for Jan 25 has been postponed. 
 
Soleste Starr has been proposed as a Finance Committee member. We approved her today as 
a member of the Finance Committee. This is the second presentation of her name for this role. 
 
Donna Idol, clerk of the Nominating Committee, will be on sabbatical until Easter. Chip Poston 
and Rachel Weir will handle all Nominating Committee responsibilities in the meantime. 
 
 

4.​ New person proposed as a Childcare provider 
 
Gib Barrus presented Xylem Elliott’s name to be on our list of approved Childcare Providers. 
This is the first presentation of his name. He will come up for final approval next month. 
 
 



5.​ Update from the Ad hoc Committee to find a new meeting Caretaker 
 
Barb Wulff gave an update from this committee. 
 
The committee is running ads locally and also in Friends Journal. They have received 
applications. The applications come to Barb and she shares them with the other committee 
members. 
 
 

6.​ Buildings and Grounds Committee update 
 
Gib Barrus and Mari Ohta presented some updates. 
 
Felix Stith did a survey and assessment of what trees need to be cut on the grounds of Celo 
Friends Meeting. Isak Pertee is working on an estimate to do this work. Mari Ohta is applying for 
Hurricane Recovery funds from the state to potentially cover the expense.  
 
Mari has also gotten an estimate for putting more gravel on the parking lot. She is asking for 
Hurricane Recovery funds to cover this gravel. 
 
The fence around the playground needs replacement. Mari is also getting an estimate for this 
work, and will include this in the request for Hurricane Recovery Funds. 
 
Mari is working with Partnership for Children as she applies for these Hurricane Recovery 
Funds. 
 
Mari will provide an example photo of the proposed new playground fence.  
 
The Long Term Recovery Group may be an additional source of funds. 
 
 

7.​ Proposal for Feb 22 training event 
 
On February 21 Eileen Flanagan will be at the CCC with Elizabeth Kostova discussing her new 
book "Common Ground" . 
 
There is a proposal for a training presentation by Eileen in the Meetinghouse on Sunday 
February 22, after Meeting and potluck. A mockup flyer is attached at the end of these minutes. 
 
We approve this workshop proposal, with a $200 honorarium. We will also invite monetary 
contributions at the event, and we will announce it in the Saturday update with a note that 
attendees are welcome to donate. This event should also be included in the Celo List. We 
welcome Eileen to sell her book at our event. 
 



 
8.​ CFM Relationship with SAYMA 

 
We have been considering our relationship with SAYMA for a long time, without making a 
decision whether to stay or go from our membership in that Yearly Meeting. 
 
Nashville Monthly Meeting has withdrawn from SAYMA, although they are continuing to 
participate in SAYF. One of their concerns was reportedly the finances of participating in 
SAYMA. Minutes from their recent called meeting on this matter are included at the end of this 
document.  
 
Boone Friends Meeting wants to be under the care of Celo Friends Meeting but does not want 
to have a relationship with SAYMA. SAYMA is currently holding funds from Boone Monthly 
Meeting from when it was previously discontinued. Are we able to accept Boone Friends 
Meeting under the care of our meeting, when they don’t want to be part of SAYMA? 
 
There are currently 8 monthly meetings participating in the SAYMA representatives meeting. 
Some of the monthly meetings have stopped participating. Approximately 6 of the member 
meetings have become independent from SAYMA. 
 
One friend proposed contacting all the SAYMA monthly meetings and asking them for their 
minutes of discernment about their relationship with SAYMA. This might further inform our 
decision process about our own relationship with SAYMA.  
 
Jennie Boyd-Bull is willing to contact the West Knoxville meeting and ask for their relevant 
minutes about SAYMA. She is willing to reach out to ask for minutes from other monthly 
meetings who have considered their relationship with SAYMA. Rachel will reach out to Friends 
World Committee for consultation (FWCC) to see what the process is for an unaffiliated monthly 
meeting to be affiliated with FWCC. Chip Poston and Gib Barrus (plus Lydia Wexler, Catherine 
Reid, and Bob McGahey if they are willing) plan to consider this new information and discuss 
further and make a recommendation to a future Meeting for Business. 
 
In “Faith and Practice” it seems that a preparatory meeting under the care of a SAYMA monthly 
meeting, necessarily has a relationship with SAYMA, although this is not totally clear. We need 
to communicate to Boone Friends Meeting that the situation is complicated, and that we are 
working on clarifying our own relationship to SAYMA. 
 
In March, Celo Friends Meeting will be hosting a SAYF retreat. We can continue to have a 
relationship with SAYF even if we decide to leave SAYMA. 
 
Some friends pointed out that there are independent Quaker Meetings out there, not affiliated 
with a yearly meeting. 
 
 



9.​ SAYF retreat in Celo March 20 to 22 
 
We will need adults to serve as “night shepherds” for the upcoming SAYF retreat. These 
volunteers will need to have a background check. There is a well-defined process for night 
shepherds and how they enforce the guidelines. 
 
We will need two night shepherds for each of the two nights, for a total of 4 volunteers. People 
who are interested should contact Julia Hudson.  
 
Doing a background check is easy and can be done online. 
 
Soleste and Paolo Rossi Evans are interested and will contact Julia Hudson about it. 
 
 

Closing 
 

The meeting closed with a few moments of silence. 
 
 
 
 

These minutes were approved in the face of the meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, Lucy Perry 

 
 



Appendix: 
 

1.​ Finance Committee Scholarship Request Report 
 

2.​ Mockup flyer for Eileen Flanagan 
 

3.​ Minutes from Nashville Friends Meeting’s recent called meeting about SAYMA 
 

 



 
 



 



 



 





 


